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is the great source of energy from which is derived by far the greatest part of the mechanical and electrical
power now used in the industrial world. From the beginning of civilization man has made use of this great
source of energy apparently with the idea that i. is an inexhuastible supply. But unfortunately the coal supply is
not unlimited and the time must come when it will be exhausted. What we will do for power when that time
arrives is a problem for future generations to solve. The problem for the present, generation to consider is the
economical use of our available coal supply, so that the time when the coal will be exhausted may be
postponed as long as possible. There is perhaps no class of men so intimately in touch with the problem of the
conservation of our coal supply as the operators of steam power plants. A vast amount of coal is consumed
every year in the power plants of the world and power plant operators should be able to do much towards the
solution of this important problem. It is the chief engineer, the man in responsible charge of the power plant, to
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