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direct influence of superhuman powers upon the destinies of
mortals was universally believed in, had a conespondingly
stronger hold on the souls. Not satisfied with the knowledge
attainable by material means, he madly plunges into the
spiritual world and makes a pact with the devil (Mephistopheles),
who, after hurling him through a life of shallow dissipation and
sensual enjoyments, finally takes his still dissatisfied soul as his
compensation. It is a striking feature, that the Evil Spirit, in this
German legend, directs his attack, in Faust, against the very
same weakness of mankind, as he did, in Eve, thousands of years
ago, viz. the vain thirst for omniscience. And both times
successfully. Goethe, like no one else, had a wonderful gift of
expressing popular sentiment in strikingly popular language,
which, though often colliding with the stern rules of grammar, is
alwavs heautiful and exnressive. ..
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pictured within, Elgar s orchestral showpiece started life as a simple improvisation at the...
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