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these prevention trials will cost 25 to 30 million, and we need to start them as rapidly as targets are identified.
The National Institute on Aging is leading efforts to try to find a way to do these prevention trials faster and at
less cost. Which brings me to the fourth part of the strategy - the search for biomarkers that may allow us to
see evidence of disease and to monitor its progress without having to wait for evidence from cognitive test-ing.
That is the goal of NIAs proposed imaging initiative. It would serve two pur-poses: first, to find better treatments
faster and second, to provide accurate earlier diagnosis. It is the first of these that holds the most immediate
and exciting prom-ise. In current prevention trials, we have to follow people for years until cognitive testing can
demonstrate whether the compound being tested is actually having any preventive effect. If we can use
imaging techniques to monitor changes in the brain that indicate progression of disease, then we will be able to
determine whether a compound is having a preventive effect within a matter of months. This will sub-stantially
reduce the size, the length and the cost of prevention trials. And it will make an enormous difference in the
speed with which companies can bring effective treatments to the market place - which is why they are so
interested in partnering with NIA on this initiative. A second potential...
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