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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Four trail-worn oxen, their necks bowed to the yoke of patient servitude,
should really begin this story. But to follow the trail they made would take several chapters which you certainly
would skip-unless you like to hear the tale of how the wilderness was tamed and can thrill at the stern history of
those who did the taming while they fought to keep their stomachs fairly well filled with food and their hard-
muscled bodies fit for the fray. There was a woman, low-browed, uncombed, harsh of voice and speech and
nature, who drove the four oxen forward over lava rock and rough prairie and the scanty sage. I might tell you
a great deal about Marthy, who plodded stolidly across the desert and the low-lying hills along the Blackfoot;
and of her weak-souled, shiEless husband whom she called Jase, when she did not call him worse. They were
the pioneers whose lurching wagon first forded the singing Wolverine stream just where it greens the tiny valley
and then slips between huge lava-rock ledges to join the larger stream. Jase would have stopped there and
called home the sheltered little green spot in the gray barrenness. But Marthy went on, up the farther hill and
across the upland, another full day s journey with the sweating oxen. They camped that night on another little,
singing stream, in another little valley, which was not so level or so green or so wholly pleasing to the eye. And
that night two of the oxen, impelled by a surer instinct than their human owners, strayed away down a narrow,
winding gorge and so discovered the Cove and feasted upon its rich grasses....
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