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roots, colonial and pre-colonial, of the current ethnic tensions. It goes on to describe how, for most Africans,
ethnic identity is ambiguous, and analyzes why that fact is obscured. The culprits are many: chronic poverty, a
broken education system, preying dictators, corrupt officials, the colonial legacy of hate, the ongoing
exploitation of the West. Negative Ethnicity is both a history and a manual for change, intended to introduce
Westerners to the crisis and to give Africans a new understanding of it. Perhaps never before has the problem
been addressed with such clarity and insight.
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