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Families The oldest book extant of which we have any knowledge, (with the possible exception of the Book of
Job), is historical, and largely genealogical, as its title indicates. We should know nothing positive of the origin
of this earth, and the introduction of life upon its surface; nothing of the introduction of sin and its consequent
hereditary evils, and the immediate promise that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent s head as the
effectual remedy, were it not for these early records, which science and human experience have verified as true.
What should we know of the generations of man before the Flood were it not for that fifth chapter of Genesis, or
the re-peopling of the earth aJer the Deluge except for the record in the tenth and eleventh chapters? To me,
these are among the most interesting passages in the old Scriptures; as well as the first chapter of Matthew s
Gospel and the third of Luke. In giving some account of the Meriams of this country, and their marital relation
to other families, it is not my design in the present paper to furnish a full genealogy thereof, - time and your
patience will not permit; that must be leJ to a more elaborate and concerted work - but rather a sort of bird s-
eye view that may not prove altogether uninteresting. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds
of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the...
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