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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that
about 1 in 88 children has been identified with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD). CDC s estimate comes from
the Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring (ADDM) Network, which monitors the number of 8-year-
old children with ASDs living in diverse communities throughout the United States. We know that some of the
increase is probably due to the way children are identified and served in local communities, although exactly
how much is due to these factors is unknown. To understand more, we need to keep accelerating our research.
We recognize that people need answers now, and we hope these updated prevalence estimates will help
communities to plan better for the supports and services that families need. We are working, together with our
partners, on the search for risk factors and causes and to address the growing needs of individuals, families,
and communities affected by ASDs. Here are the key findings from this report: More children were diagnosed at
earlier ages-a growing number of them by 3 years of age. Still, most children were not diagnosed until after
they were 4 years of age. On average, diagnosis was a bit earlier for children with autistic disorder (4 years)
than for children with the more broadly defined autism spectrum diagnoses or pervasive developmental
disorder not otherwise specified (4 years, 5 months), and diagnosis was much later for children with Asperger
disorder (6 years, 3 months); As has been detailed in previous reports, we also found that almost five times as
many boys were being identified with ASDs as girls (1 in 54 compared to 1 in 252). Research exploring why there
are...
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